Typically, a 150-guest wedding at a
mansion with a 1950’s classic getaway
car is not synonymous with the word
“budget”, but one bride’s May, outdoor
wedding was a perfect example of
being able to pull off an elegant affair
without compromising quality or
breaking the bank.

Like any bride, my client had a few
“must-have’s” that cut into the limited
budget, but there were compromises
on lesser important details | like to call
the “can-live-with-out’s” that helped to
free up funds for the necessities.

| was hired to coordinate the ceremony
and reception décor, (including flowers
& centerpieces) and was given a
budget of $1,000 for flowers alone.
Due to my limited budget, | decided
that outsourcing all of the work was
not an option, so | had to get creative
(and get my hands a little dirty).

Selecting Two Rivers Mansion as the
wedding location helped to reduce the
ceremony décor costs, as the mansion
already provided a beautiful canvas to
work with. Some tulle along the white
chairs and greenery at the foot of the
steps was all that was needed to
enhance the ceremony site (see
photo).

Working with the wonderful staff at
Import Flowers, where you pay

wholesale prices, proved to be another cost-
cutting decision that allowed me to stay within
my budget.

The bridal party carried rose bouquets and |
enlisted the help of Melissa Broadwell, owner
of Vintage Flowers, who designed 6
bouquets and 14 corsages for less than $200.

The centerpieces (14) for the reception
consisted of a variety of antique hydrangeas
displayed in 6” square

vases lined with fresh

cut limes. Although it

was labor intensive,

they turned out

beautifully and each

centerpiece cost

just under $25

(including the cost of

the limes, flower tape,

aqua foam and $5 vase “ AAA” antique green & “A”

opal pink & antique white

rental fee from FABU).
hydrangeas

The total cost for all the flowers was under
$800 and the bride was thrilled that | came in
$200+ under budget. | spent another $680 on
ceremony & reception décor, bringing my total
expenditures for flowers and decorations
below $1,500.

To view photos by Dara Harris Photography,
click here: http://tinyurl.com/nneqqj

Username: Moses
Password: 14607
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Embellished Events offers
full-service planning and
hands-on coordination of
weddings & events in
Nashville. Services range
from basic budget
construction and vendor
referrals to full-scale event
production.

http://tinyurl.com/ngk8ok
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DO have music playing in the
background at your next event or
dinner party to set the mood. iPod
docking stations are great for
indoor/outdoor parties.

DON'T serve your food or drinks in
small (or in the same) area where it
can get congested. Set out the food
on the dining room table and move
the chairs out for easy flow. Use an
island or countertop in the kitchen,
and have your beverage station on
the patio (weather permitting).

DO make sure your bathrooms are
clean and stocked with toilet paper
(and room spray).

DON'T let ‘em see you sweat. Showing
stress by not being prepared or in
control of a situation (say when spills
happen or you forget something in the
oven) can make your guests
uncomfortable.

DO make sure trash can(s) are easily
accessible, but not in the way (or
overflowing).

+ Q

-Catherine Pulsifer

Excerpt from a featured article in
Woman’s Day magazine

These days,
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Stuff, organize with new fast and easy
organizing tips, Take Time To Capture
Summer Memories, save on back-to-

school supplies, and more! Pick up a
copy or sign up for a 2 year

we're all
scrambling to
keep our money
safe, and no one
knows that
better than
financial expert

Suze Orman,
whose latest bestseller is Suze

Orman

’'s 2009 Action Plan. Before you

stuff your cash under the mattress,
check out her road map to steer
yourself in the right economic
direction. Orman discusses the
importance of setting financial goals in
your 30s, 40s and 50s and how it's
never too early (or too late) to create
an economic action plan for yourself

and your family. Read full article:
http://tinyurl.com/I8n23x

subscription (34 issues) for only

$16.00. http://tinyurl.com/murc4q

Also, in the August issue of Woman®
Day, the editors urge you to Live Well
on Less, Stop Spending on Stupid

Looking for freebies for the kiddos? These are just a few of
the many dining establishments that offer meals and treats on
the house. Check to make sure the deals are still being offered.
Find more restaurants here: http://tinyurl.com/m4rffy

buy one adult meal,
receive one kid meal free. Additional kids
$1 per meal. Not all locations offer this deal
so be sure to call ahead to see if your
location does!

join the VIP club at
Boston Market and you and your kids are
entitled to a free dessert on your birthday.

on Tuesdays from 4pm-10pm,
purchase one adult meal and receive two
kids’ entrees for free (also offered on
Saturdays at some locations).
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+ 3" Here are a few fun and creative part You can even put a few in decorative
party bags as party

Get free samples of beauty i i
! pleasers that can be incorporated into
products, food, clothing, pet our next event, and will leave a “sweet favors, or send a
Y ' bag to a friend with

items at : ;
http://www.freeflys.com/MoreFre | oo O O YOUr GUESts. a personalized note
ples.php at says, “Itis m
eSamples.ph 4. 7(.8) 9 7 good fgrtune to g
These cupcake bites are perfect for have you as my
dessert lovers at any age. Make them friend”.
A great cocktail conversation for your child’s birthday party (a fun
starter to break the ice and heat activity to do together) a bridal shower,
up your party! bachelorette party or baby shower.
http://tinyurl.com/n8xnjg Martha Stewart recently demonstrated
how to make these on her show, and
the recipe and instructions can be
- found at http://tinyurl.com/m8uora
http://www.blackboxwines.com/
Great tasting boxed wine for
about half the price and it stays
fresh for up to 4 weeks. One box
equals four 750ml bottles ($23-
$30). Great for parties. 4

This color-coordinated candy bar adds a
nice touch to an outdoor party or
wedding and gives your guests a fun
take-home treat. Set out takeout boxes

Mediterranean Stuffed Eggplant.
I made this for a small dinner

party | hosted at my house, and instead of the traditional cellophane bags
got rave reviews. It's easy, low- for easy packaging & transport.

fat and has great presentation. These sweet treats that start with

Serve with a salad and/or cold something as simple (and cheap) as Find takeout boxes here:

soup. 45min prep time. fortune cookies, are so fun and easy to http://tinyurl.com/359cx6
http://tinyurl.com/l4vods make. Perfect for a holiday party,

wedding shower or a girls’ night “in”.
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Sign up to receive a free Bridal Guide issue. No
strings attached and you won't receive a bill in
the mail. http://tinyurl.com/I33d3n

Find other free
magazine issues and
subscriptions at
http://tinyurl.com/m7qc4z

http://tinyurl.com/npm67m




